
 

        
	

Ocean	Knowledge-Action	Network	
(Ocean	KAN)	

Motivation	and	Vision	
The	Ocean	 provides	 vital	 ecosystem	 services	 to	 humans,	 and	 these	 services	 are	 currently	
under	 multiple	 stresses	 that	 are	 both	 increasing	 and	 changing,	 creating	 complex,	 often	
unpredictable	feedbacks.	Finding	solutions	for	protecting	the	ocean	and	for	the	sustainable	
use	 of	 the	 marine	 system	 services	 will	 require	 cooperative	 and	 integrated	 approaches,	
bringing	together	the	natural	and	social	sciences	and	economics	and	engineering,	as	well	as	
policymakers,	resource	managers,	industries,	civil	societies	and	other	societal	partners.	The	
definition	of	acceptable	 targets	 for	ocean	“health”	and	sustainability,	 the	establishment	of	
the	knowledge	base	needed	to	maintain	and	improve	the	health	of	ocean	systems,	and	the	
development	of	systems	to	predict	and	respond	to	shocks	or	disasters	to	and	from	the	ocean	
all	 represent	 critical	 research	 needs.	 The	 integration	 of	 new	 and	 existing	 knowledge,	
innovation	and	open	and	free	information	sharing	are	seen	as	vital	contributions	to	the	2030	
Development	Agenda	and	to	ocean	SDG	14:	“Conserve	and	sustainably	use	the	oceans,	seas	
and	marine	resources	for	sustainable	development”.	
		
The	 Ocean	 Knowledge-Action	 Network	 (Ocean	 KAN)	 is	 supported	 by	 the	 international	
programmes	 Future	 Earth	 and	 its	 marine	 core	 projects,	 WCRP-CLIVAR, IOC-UNESCO	 and	
ICSU-SCOR	and	aims	at	advancing	integrated	ocean	research	globally	to	chart	a	course	from	
knowledge	of	ocean	systems	to	changes	 in	policies,	practices,	governance,	and	behaviours	
that	will	assist	in	sustaining	those	systems.	In	a	bottom-up	process	the	Ocean	KAN	facilitates	
the	 formation	 of	 transdisciplinary	 teams	 and	 new	 integrative	 initiatives	 that	 will	 address	
these	 challenges	 by	 co-designing	 scalable	 and	 integrated	 systems-approaches	 in	
collaboration	with	users	of	knowledge	and	decision-makers	around	the	world.		
	
Steps	towards	establishing	an	Ocean	KAN	
Early	discussions	within	Future	Earth	and	its	ocean	partners	to	establish	an	Ocean	KAN	have	
led	 to	 the	 formation	 of	 an	 ad	 hoc	 small	 group	 of	 motivated	 individuals	 (informal	
Development	Team).	A	 scoping	workshop	at	 the	end	of	2016	brought	 together	more	 than	
100	 representatives	 from	 Future	 Earth,	WCRP-CLIVAR,	 IOC-UNESCO,	 SCOR,	UNEP,	 the	 Kiel	
Cluster	 Future	 Ocean,	 as	 well	 as	 several	 other	 academic,	 non-academic	 and	 practitioner	
communities	 working	 on	 ocean	 sustainability	 issues.	 The	 outcomes	 of	 recent,	 related	
workshops	 were	 synthesised,	 and	 core	 ideas,	 practicalities	 and	 expectations	 for	 new	
international	 transdisciplinary	 ocean	 research	 activities	 within	 the	 Ocean	 KAN	 were	
discussed.	A	 first	 set	of	priority	 research	activities	 that	 could	be	pursued	over	 the	 coming	
years	was	suggested	and	possible	funding	instruments	were	identified.	Next	steps	will	be	to	
assemble	 a	 Development	 Team	 of	 the	 Ocean	 KAN	 and	 develop	 a	 broad	 and	 co-designed	
Research	and	Engagement	Strategy.	The	Ocean	KAN	will	be	officially	launched	at	the	SDG	14	
UN	conference	on	5-9	June	2017	in	New	York	City.		
Link	 to	 the	 Ocean	 KAN	 website:	 http://www.futureearth.org/future-earth-ocean	 and	 the	
short	workshop	report	(Executive	Summary):		
http://www.futureearth.org/media/workshop-summary-report-short-development-
integrated-ocean-research-network-future-earths 	



 

        
	

Call	for	the	Ocean	KAN	Development	Team	
	
	
Terms	of	reference	
The	Ocean	KAN	Development	Team	is	expected	to	serve	18	months	and	should	be:	

• developing	a	broadly	scoped	and	co-designed	Ocean	KAN	Research	and	Engagement	
Plan	

• developing	 an	 Implementation	 and	 Resource	 Strategy	 to	 support	 Ocean	 KAN	
activities	

• supporting	the	establishment	of	an	adequate	administrative	capacity	
• engaging	an	international,	diverse	and	cross-sectoral	ocean	knowledge	community	to	

contribute	to	the	success	of	the	Ocean	KAN	
• providing	guidance	on	the	implementation	of	early	Ocean	KAN	activities		

	
Characteristics	of	the	team	
The	Ocean	KAN	Development	Team	shall	consist	of	10-15	members	with:	

• roughly	 half	 from	 the	 research	 community	 (Global	 Research	 Projects,	 external	
researchers)		

• roughly	half	 from	the	stakeholder	community	 (private	sector,	NGOs,	science-policy,	
public	policy,	civil	society,	funders)	

• balanced	representation	of	disciplines,	gender,	age	and	regional	diversities	
• transdisciplinary	science	expertise	is	beneficial		

	
Qualification	of	the	team	members	
Applicants	should:	

• have	documented	experience	in	international	collaborative	work	
• be	well-networked	internationally	in	a	relevant	field		
• have	experience	in	engaging	different	stakeholder	groups	
• be	 familiar	 with	 innovative	 approaches	 to	 addressing	 sustainability	 issues	 across	

sectors/practices	and	contexts	(e.g.	Public	policy-making;	International	development;	
Business	and	industry;	Science-policy	fora;	Civil	society;	Funders)	

• show	 willingness	 to	 commit	 a	 significant	 level	 of	 effort	 to	 the	 Ocean	 KAN	 (e.g.	
dedicating	 several	 hours	 a	 month,	 participating	 in	 monthly	 online	 meetings	 and	
occasionally	in-person	workshops,	doing	a	significant	amount	of	reading,	writing	and	
engaging	each	month,	support	the	Ocean	KAN	in	resource	mobilisation	

• identify	and	support	fundraising	opportunities	
	
Application	process	and	next	steps	
Submit	your	application	under	the	following	website:	www.surveymonkey.com/r/DMQYN3H	
The	closing	date	will	be	the	30th	April	2017.	
	


